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The annual observance of Founders' Day honors the founders of 
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine: 
Oscar John Snyder, DO, and 
Mason Wiley Pressly, DO. 
Dr. Snyder, who "put the cause of osteopathic medicine above 
personal considerations," was the College's first president. 
He remained with PCOM for 42 years as an adviser 
and member of the Board ofTrustees. 
Dr. Snyder was instrumental in obtaining the 
Commonwealth's legal recognition of the 
College and the osteopathic profession through 
establishing the high standards of osteopathic medical education. 
Dr. Pressly, a Presbyterian minister 
and well-known orator, was PCOM's first teacher. 
He remained on the faculty until 1904, 
teaching physiology, the philosophy and 
principles of osteopathy, hygiene and dietetics. 
He was PCOM's first secretary and 
treasurer, and the de facto dean until 1902. 
Dr. Pressly founded The Philadelphia journal of Osteopathy 
to promote osteopathic medicine in 
Philadelphia and wrote the American Osteopathic 
Association's first constitution. 
PROGRAM 
Introductions and Welcome 
Matthew Schure, PhD 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Invocation 
Nicholas C. Pedano, DO '61 
PCOM Alumni Association President 
The Pledge of Allegiance 
Scott Wise (DO '10) 
Student Government Association President 
PCOM A Cappella 
Greetings from Class Representatives 
Introduction of the Mason W. Pressly 
Memorial Medal Recipient 
Tina Woodruff, EdD 
Assistant Dean for Student Affairs 
and Mr. Wise 
Address by the Mason W. Pressly Memorial Medal Recipient 
Sallee Ann Eckler, PhD, (DO '08) 
Introduction of the O.J. Snyder Memorial Medal Recipient 
Dr. Schure 
Address by the O.J. Snyder Memorial Medal Recipient 
James H. Black, DO '62 
Benediction 
Robert G. Cuzzolino, EdD 
Vice President for Graduate Programs and Academic Planning 
O.J. SNYDER MEMORIAL MEDAL RECIPIENT 
JAM[S II. RLACI( DO ~62 
Always one to embrace new opportunities, James H. 
Black, DO '62, never imagined the enormous success 
he would enjoy when he joined the U.S. Navy in 
197 4. During a distinguished military career that 
spanned 24 years and two oceans, the 2008 recipient of the O.J. Snyder 
Memorial Medal was one of the first osteopathic physicians to be selected 
for flag rank by the Navy, retiring as a rear admiral in 1998. 
Throughout his years of service, Dr. Black remained intensely proud and 
loyal to his osteopathic roots and to PCOM. A charter member and past 
president of the Association of Military Osteopathic Physicians and 
Surgeons, he worked tirelessly to raise awareness and respect for osteopath-
ic physicians within the Navy. As the first military representative on the 
American Osteopathic Association's committee for post-doctoral training, 
he helped military osteopathic physicians to gain acceptance for their pro-
grams from the AOA. A member of the PCOM Board of Trustees since 
1999 and past president of the Alumni Association, Dr. Black helped 
smooth the way for more PCOM students to receive Navy scholarships 
and has proudly presided over the commissioning of PCOM students into 
the U.S. Navy at Commencement for more than 15 years. 
Dr. Black first learned about osteopathic medicine from his family 
physician, the late William Martz, DO '50. "Looking at the patient as a 
whole person and not a disease seemed like a good philosophy to me," 
says Dr. Black. He decided to pursue a career in medicine while an 
undergraduate student at Gettysburg College. 
His first adventure after graduating from PCOM was an internship at Fort 
Worth Osteopathic Hospital in Texas. Dr. Black went on to complete a resi-
dency in anesthesiology, and remained in practice at Fort Worth until 1974. 
During that time, several of his fellow physicians decided to start what would 
become the Texas College of Osteopathic Medicine. Although somewhat 
skeptical at first, Dr. Black became one of the initial donors to the new col-
lege, now part of the University of North Texas. He also served as a member 
of the school's admissions committee and was appointed a clinical instructor. 
By 1973, Dr. Black was becoming disenchanted with his daily routine in 
the OR. One day, while attending a Texas Osteopathic Medical Association 
meeting, he stopped by a U.S. Navy recruiting booth. ''A career in the 
Navy sounded like it would be a lot of fun," he relates. Encouraged by an 
osteopathic physician colleague who had previously served in the Navy, 
Dr. Black approached his wife, Joann, with the idea. 
"I wasn't surprised that he was thinking about new opportunities, but I 
didn't expect the Navy!" relates Mrs. Black, his wife of 50 years. 
Nevertheless, she supported her husband's career move, and in 1974, 
packed up their four children and joined him in this new journey. 
Commissioned as a commander, Dr. Black completed his training in 
aerospace medicine at the Naval Aerospace Medical Institute in Pensacola, 
Florida, and was designated a flight surgeon. His first assignment was 
senior medical officer on the USS Ranger, an aircraft carrier in the Pacific 
Fleet with 5,000 on board. 
After two years in the Pacific, Dr. Black headed to Washington, DC, for 
assignments in the Navy's Bureau of Medicine and Surgery where he served 
as head of the aerospace physical examination review section and handled 
medical officer assignments. Since the Bureau also processed Navy scholar-
ship applications, Dr. Black seized the opportunity to advocate for PCOM 
students who were applying. 
''At that time, PCOM students were finding it difficult to be accepted for 
Navy scholarships," recalls Carol A. Fox, MM, associate vice president for 
enrollment management. "Dr. Black's advocacy was instrumental in help-
ing more PCOM students receive scholarships. He also smoothed the way 
for the commissioning of PCOM students." 
From his post in Washington, DC, Dr. Black headed west again, serving 
in a number of assignments that included commanding officer of naval 
hospitals in Oak Harbor, Washington and Yokosuka, Japan. 
Later, as fleet surgeon for the entire U.S. Pacific Fleet, Dr. Black was 
responsible for the medical care provided on all ships, submarines and 
aircraft throughout the Pacific Rim. He also served as fleet surgeon for the 
U.S. Atlantic Fleet with additional responsibilities for the U.S. Atlantic 
Command, which includes all branches of the military, as well as the 
NATO command in Norfolk, Virginia. In 1993, he was selected for flag 
rank and promoted to rear admiral. He retired five years later after more 
than two decades of service. 
Dr. Black continues to encourage students who are considering a military 
career. Each year, he looks forward to the commissioning ceremony at the 
PCOM Commencement. "It's very special to him because he remembers a 
time when osteopathic physicians were not allowed to be officers in the 
Navy," notes Mrs. Black. "He has never forgotten his roots and, regardless 
of his rank and responsibilities, he has always been first and foremost an 
osteopathic physician." 
JAM[S II~ RLACK~ DO ~62 
Selected Curriculum Vitae 
• One of the first osteopathic physicians to be selected for flag rank by the 
Navy (1993). Designated as a flight surgeon in 1975 and retired as a rear 
admiral in 1998 after more than two decades of service that encompassed 
progressive duties including senior medical officer on an aircraft carrier; head 
of the aerospace physical examination review section and assistant for medical 
officer distribution, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery; commanding officer of 
naval hospitals, Oak Harbor, Washington, and Yokosuka, Japan; and fleet sur-
geon for both the U.S. Pacific Fleet and the U.S. Atlantic Fleet. 
• The recipient of numerous military decorations including the Defense 
Superior Service Medal, the Legion of Merit, the Meritorious Service Medal, 
the Navy Commendation Medal, the Joint Meritorious Unit Award, the 
Meritorious Unit Commendation, the Sea Service Deployment Ribbon, and 
the Navy and Marine Corps Overseas Service Ribbon with two Bronze Stars. 
• Charter member and past president of the Association of Military 
Osteopathic Physicians and Surgeons and the first military representative to 
serve on the American Osteopathic Association's committee for post-doctoral 
training. Service on behalf of the Association of Military Surgeons of the 
United States, the Texas Osteopathic Medical Association, the Society of U.S. 
Naval Flight Surgeons, the Aerospace Medical Association, the Joint 
Committee of Aviation Pathology, and the Naval Aviation Evaluation Board. 
• Member of Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine's Board of Trustees 
since 1999, president of the Alumni Association of Philadelphia College of 
Osteopathic Medicine from 1995-1996, and alumni representative to 
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine's Board of Trustees from 1996-
1999. Among the initial donors to and faculty ofTexas College of 
Osteopathic Medicine. 
• Instrumental in securing Naval scholarships for PCOM students. Presided 
over the Commissioning Ceremony during PCOM's Commencement for 
more than 15 years. 
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MASON W PRESSLY MEMORIAL MEDAL RECIPIENT 
SALL[[ ANN [CKL[R. PhD. (DO '08) 
For Sallee Ann Eckler, PhD, (DO '08), the 2004 tsunami in 
Southeast Asia was a defining moment. Inspired by the desire 
to provide meaningful assistance to the victims of this dis-
aster, she proposed an idea to her friends at PCOM: "Let's 
all sacrifice something we enjoy for two weeks and donate 
the money we would have spent to a tsunami relief fund." 
Dr. Eckler took her idea campus-wide and the "Sacrifice-2-Save Tsunami 
Campaign" was born. "We were able to present the American Red Cross with 
a check for almost $12,000." 
But that was only the beginning of Dr. Eckler's efforts to serve others. When 
Hurricane Katrina struck the Gulf Coast the following year, she organized 
another Sacrifice-2-Save campaign, collecting money as well as clothing and 
food that PCOM students transported to New Orleans. As president of 
PCOM's Student Government Association, Dr. Eckler had the opportunity to 
present her philanthropic idea to the Council of Osteopathic Student 
Government Presidents (COSGP). As a result, other osteopathic medical 
schools initiated similar programs. 
Dr. Eckler has also stepped up to serve her fellow students. When the first 
class of students arrived on the Georgia Campus in 2005, she flew down to 
help introduce them to life at PCOM. After answering their many questions, 
she went a step further and initiated a very successful "Big Brothers, Big 
Sisters" program, matching first-year students in Georgia with second-year 
students in Philadelphia. 
Dr. Eckler's leadership qualities and heart for service have been widely 
recognized. Elected second vice chair of the COSGP, she also serves as that 
organization's student liaison to the American Osteopathic Foundation board of 
directors where she offers her perspective on philanthropic efforts they are 
considering. A recipient of the Morton E. Terry Memorial Student Leadership 
Award, she has also received the Martha and Michael J. Avallone Memorial 
Scholarship and the PCOM Alumni Association Scholarship. 
Her inspiration comes from her faith, her family and her experiences at 
PCOM, says Dr. Eckler, who looks forward to a residency in general surgery. 
Enthusiastically supported by her mother and two older sisters back home in 
Louisville, Kentucky, she has also been influenced by her father's death when 
she was 12. "It was hard to lose him," she reflects. "That kind of experience 
can either make you bitter or change you for the better. Knowing what grief 
feels like has given me an empathetic outlook on patients and an 
understanding of how to speak to them and their families." 
Dr. Eckler, who holds a doctorate in pharmacology and physiology, credits her 
experience at PCOM with helping her to "become comfortable with who I am 
as a physician. I've been blessed by the College in so many ways and I want to 
continue to do good things for PCOM." 
MASON W PRESSLY MEMORIAL MEDAL 
The Mason W Pressly Memorial Medal is presented by PCOM to the student who is 
recognized by students, faculty and the administration as "Student DO of the Year, "an 
award that is part of an annual tradition at each osteopathic medical school nationwide. 
The recipient is honored for outstanding achievement and service to the College, the 
community and the osteopathic profession and is selected by representatives of the overall 
College community. 
1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 
Dana Hamilton, DO '99 
Alison Leff, DO '00 
Constance Gasda, DO '01 
Edward J. Armbruster, DO '02 
Joshua M. Baron, DO '03 
2004 Stacey Franz, DO '04 
2005 Nicholas Bower, DO '05 
2006 Gregory A. Skochko, DO '06 
2007 Jessica Masser, DO '07 
2008 Sallee Ann Eckler, PhD, (DO '08) 
0.]. SNYDER MEMORIAL MEDAL 
The 0.] Snyder Memorial Medal, presented in memory of the co-founder of 
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine, is the College's highest award to recognize 
Leadership and service to the osteopathic profession and to the College. 
1953 DavidS. B. Pennock, MD, DO* 
1954 Margaret H. Jones, DO* 
1955 Chester D. Swope, DO* 
1956 Russell C. McCaughan, DO* 
1958 Phil R. Russell, DO* 
1959 Ira W Drew, DO '11 * 
1960 C. Paul Snyder, DO '1 0* 
1961 James M. Eaton, DO '28* 
1962 J. Ernest Leuzinger, DO '24* 
1963 H. Walter Evans, DO '17* 
1964 Paul T. Lloyd, DO '23* 
1966 Angus G. Cathie, DO '31 * 
1967 Carlton Street, DO '24* 
1968 Edwin H. Cressman, DO '26* 
1969 Edgar 0. Holden, DO '22* 
1970 Frederic H. Barth, LLD (Hon.)* 
1971 Joseph F. Py, DO '26* 
1972 George W Northup, DO '39* 
1973 William F. Daiber, DO '28* 
1974 Herman Kohn, DO '27* 
1975 WilliamS. Spaeth, DO '25* 
1976 Mortimer J. Sullivan, DO '21 * 
1977 A. Aline Swift, DO '34* 
1978 Foster C. True, DO '22* 
1979 Frank E. Gruber, DO '26* 
1980 Leo C. Wagner, DO '26* 
1981 R. MacFarlane Tilley, DO '23* 
1982 M. Carman Pettapiece, DO '32* 
1983 George H. Guest, DO '36* 
1984 Thomas M. Rowland, Jr., 
LLD (Hon.), DSc (Hon.)* 
1985 Galen S. Young, Sr., DO '35* 
1986 David Heilig, DO '44* 
1987 W Kenneth Riland, DO '36* 
1988 Richard S. Koch, DO '38 
1989 Ruth E. Purdy, DO '50 
1990 Morton E. Terry, DO '45* 
1991 Arnold Gerber, DO '40* 
1992 Emanuel Fliegelman, DO '42* 
1993 Robert L. Meals, DO '56* 
1994 Fairman L. Denlinger, DO '53* 
1995 Lester Eisenberg, DO '38* 
1996 Albert F. D'Alonzo, DO '56* 
1997 Frieda 0. Vickers, DO '39* 
1998 Robert M. Fogel, DO '58 
1999 Nicholas C. Pedano, DO '61 
2000 Leonard H. Finkelstein, DO '59 
2001 Ronald R. Blanck, DO '67 
2002 Joseph M. Pellettiere, Jr., DO '48* 
2003 Leonard W Johnson, DO '64* 
2004 Herbert Lotman, LLD (Hon.) 
2005 Carol A. Fox, MM 
2006 Robert W England, DO '56 
2007 John Simelaro, DO '71 
2008 James H. Black, DO '62 
Deceased* 
